THE GREAT STATE

tivity. Think of the, stupendous growth of the
penny-post alone! All these are things so recent
that the effect upon human mentality can scarcely
as yet be beginning. Bearing this in mind, it is
difficult to believe that a multiplicity of languages,
and all the barriers to the broadening of intellect that
such a multiplicity implies, will prevail for long
before the systematic enlargement of the means of
communication which will be a distinctive charac-
teristic of the Great State. While it is not within
the scope of this essay to consider whether one lan-
guage will overcome its rivals or whether there will
be a world language resulting from the fusion of
several existing tongues, it should be noted that the
substitution of one general language for the babel
of to-day would itself widen enormously the range
of a general intercourse and tradition. In this con-'
nection we may remember that the Great State has
been defined as a social system world-wide in its
interests and outlook. Language-teaching would be
greatly simplified. Having but one language to
learn, there would be some prospect of the average
citizen acquiring a really comprehensive knowledge
of his tongue, which is far from being the case in
any community to-day. How many contemporary
English-speaking people know more than a tithe of
their own language? Even the little knowledge they
have is vague and misapprehensive to an astonishing
degree. Much muddled thought in contemporary
life springs from an imperfect apprehension of the